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Mr. Clay made the following 

REPORT. 
[To accompany Bill S. 288.] 

The Committee on Commerce, to ivhom was referred a bill £ £ To create a 
separate district upon the Pacific coast for the inspection of hulls and 
boilers, and machinery of vessels propelled in lohole or in part by 
steam, ’ ’ have examined the same, and report: 

That the law now in force in relation to inspection districts provides 
for the appointment of nine supervising inspectors, who are required 
to assemble at least once in each year to establish rules and regulations 
for their own conduct, and that of the local hoards, and also to assign 
to each of their own number the limits of territory within which he 
shall perform his duties. 

It appears from a communication of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
made in reply to a letter from the chairman of your committee, that 
the distribution made by the inspectors is 11 extremely unequal and 
inadequate to enforce the security contemplated by the act. Two sup¬ 
ervising inspectors were assigned to the comparatively small extent of 
territory watered by the Ohio; while the State of Florida south of 
Cape Sable, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Tennessee, and Arkan¬ 
sas, on the Mississippi river up to Napoleon, the whole of Texas, and. 
the Pacific coast of the United States, comprising more than one half 
of the coasts and rivers of the United States,” * * * ££ were assigned to 
a single supervising inspector. The remaining territory of the United 
States was divided among the eight other supervising inspectors, ap¬ 
parently without much regard to their relative responsibilities in en¬ 
forcing the act.” ******* 

££ The purpose to be attained by this measure is to have a supervis¬ 
ing inspector, under the act of 1852, located on the Pacific coast. The 
department has long regarded such location as necessary and proper, 
but has no power in the matter. The nine supervising inspectors au¬ 
thorized by the present law are regarded by this department as amply 
sufficient, if properly located, to carry out the act of 1852.” * * * 

£ £ A proper territorial distribution of their duties under the act 
might doubtless be made by the direct legislation of Congress ; but to 
change such distribution in conformity with the varying local impor- 
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tance in this respect of different sections of the United States, would 
require new legislation. For the purpose, therefore, of obviating the 
inconveniences and evils which the proposed measure is intended to 
provide for in fact, I have the honor to recommend that the Secretary 
of the Treasury he invested hy law with power to assign to the several 
supervising inspectors of steamers, appointed under the act of 1852, 
the territorial districts within which they shall respectively discharge 
their official duties, and rearrange such districts from time to time as 
the public interest may require.” 

In compliance with the recommendations of the Secretary, the com¬ 
mittee beg leave to report the accompanying hill as a substitute for the 
one referred to them. 
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